Chemical mediators in hypersensitivity reactions.
The study of chemical mediators is essential in clarifying the mechanism of hypersensitivity reactions. Recent advances in this field have been made particularly with the arachidonic acid metabolites, several of which strongly contract smooth muscle, attract granulocytes to inflammatory foci and lead to increased vascular permeability. These functions play a crucial role in allergic reactions. Furthermore these mediators might work to modulate the intracellular network which mediates the complicated inflammatory process of hypersensitivity reactions.